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satisfied  with  being pretty and  well-dressed,  but
aimed also at being thought clever and agreeable.

One of the pleasantest of these salons was that
of the Comtesse Merlin. In a different way, that
lady was almost as remarkable a person as Madame
Emile de Girardin, She was a Spanish Creole by
birth; and though even when I made her acquaint-
ance, some thirty years ago, she was what our
English novelists call " somewhat embonpoint" her
beauty was still of the very highest order. Her face
was one which, once beheld, could never be forgotten;
the perfect oval of the contour, the small regular
features, fine brow, and dark flashing eyes were in
perfect harmony. Though she had the Spanish
defect of a too long corsage, and a somewhat
thick waist, yet her bust and arms were faultless.

And she was not only surpassingly beautiful, but
possessed a voice equal to those of any of the first-
rate singers who have appeared upon the stage.
She could sing with Malibran, Grisi, Kubini, and
Tamburini, without appearing out of place. In her
later years what once had been so great a charm
became the terror of her friends; for she did not
feel her declining powers, and her voice, which had
become uncertain, and even hoarse, sounded in her
own ears as mellow and enchanting as ever. She
was one of those who will not grow old. As she
approached sixty, her gowns became more decolletees,
and her bravuras more frequent. She used to have
all her grey hairs plucked out; so that at last, as was
wittily observed, instead of being coiffde en cheveux,
she was coiffie en Ute.

But perhaps these illusions as to her appearance
and perpetual youth enabled Madame Merlin up to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